BEEF.

IT'S WHAT'S FOR DINNER?

BEEF SUSTAINABILITY FACTS

WHAT’S SUSTAINABILITY?

Producing safe, nutritious beef while balancing environmental
stewardship, social responsibility and economic viability.
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Same Beef, Fewer Cattle

Compared to 1977, today’s beef farmers and ranchers produce
the same amount of beef with 33% fewer cattle.

How’d they do it?
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The Stomach for the Job

Cattle have 4 stomach compartments,
and the largest is the rumen,
which is why cattle are
referred to as

ruminant
animals. ﬂ
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The rumen microbes give cattle
their upcycling super-power —
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Sustainability is Bigger Than Carbon Footprints

Relative differences in carbon footprints between animal vs. plant foods don’t add up to
significant GHG- emissions differences at the national level.

For example, what would be the consequences if every American went vegan?
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Improved
efficiency

and animal
well-being mean

a 16% lower carbon
footprint and fewer
natural resources
used for every
pound of beef
produced.

More with Less
U.S. farmers and
ranchers produce 18%
of the world’s beef
with only 8% of the
world’s cattle.

Fewer Cattle, Less Emissions

U.S. beef has one of the lowest carbon footprints in the world,
10 to 50 times lower than some nations. 25.3% 29.7%
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Going Against the Grain
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Whether grass- or grain-finished, most of
what cattle eat in their life is grass, and less
than 10% of the lifetime feed

of grain-
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